Mrs. Janet Brown,

Chair,

North East Memorial Project,
Morpeth.

Dear Mrs. Brown,

Thank you for your kind letter of the 1* March 2008, and please accept
my apologies in being late in responding, and yes, I would appreciate the photograph of
my Grandfather Harry Jenkins being put on the Shildon website.

The enclosed photograph is the only one we have in the family and unfortunately its
pristine days are well and truly over, you will see that the enlarged copy is taken from the
family group, after some thought I decided the group photo may also be of some interest.
The names stating with the Wife are Ethal Elizabeth Jenkins (nee Moody) with baby John
William Jenkins, the boy standing is Norman Moody Jenkins (my father) the next child is
Mary Jane Jenkins sitting on her fathers Knee, Harry Jenkins. Details are entered on the
back of the photographs.

When I first started researching my Grandfather's war history the data I found was
conflicting regarding his Regiment either the 1¥/5" or 1%/6™ D.LL.

The entries in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission and --- Soldiers died in the
Great War, Part 62 D.L 1. record Harry as serving in the 1/5 Battalion. Also born Bishop
Auckland, (but actually born at Burnley), enlisted at Bishop Auckland, lived at Shildon.
Killed in action, F/F. 26 April 1915.

Members of his family recalled Harry as a member of the 1/6™ Battalion, also a silk
bookmark in the family bears the name Harry Jenkins with the date of his death and his
Battalion number The 6" D.L.1.

Now to the Medal Rolls,
The1914/15 Star Roll, states, 1/6™" DLIL.
The British War Medal and Victory Medal Roll, states 1/5" DLI.

Finally T decided to accept that my grandfather enlisted in the 1/6™ and due to the
confused fighting in the Ypes area of Belgium he may have been transferred to the 1.5™.



Press = The Northern Echo Newspaper for the 11™ of May 1915 under the heading
Shildon Men, Mrs. Jenkins of Spensley St. Shildon had received word that her Husband
Pte. Harry Jenkins of the 1/6™ DLI was killed in action on the 26 of April near Ypes.

During the newspaper search I came across a photograph of Private George William Jary
of the 6™ DLI who was KIA. On the 26" of April 1915, plus the entry informing his wife
of his death. Iknow that William Jary and Harry Jenkins along with their families were

close friends, so to this end I have enclosed copies of the above extracts for both soldiers,
you will see that also enclosed, are copies of the records of items from the previous page,
again I wondered if they would be of use to you or maybe elsewhere.

Additional reading == I have enclosed copies of the hand written War Diary for the 1/5th
Battalion The Durham Light Infantry for the Month of April 1915, beginning at
Newecastle Upon Tyne and ending at Brienlen, Belgium.

2 Type sheets for the 1/5" Durham Light Infantry covering 17" April 1915 (landing at
Boulogne) to 4™ of May at St. Laurent. Plus a 3™ sheet, headed, Confidential War diary
5™ Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers, which only covers the first 3 days of May 1915.

Another 2 typed sheets for the 5™ Yorkshire Regiment War Diary from part of April 24"
to May 4™ 1915.

Finally a hand written copy of instructions for the York and Durham brigade dated 24
of April 1915.






Dear Mr Jenkins

Thank you for your recent letter. I can give you the following
information from our records. '

Private Harry Jenkins, 2508 1st/5th Battalion Burham Light Infantry
died on 26 April 1915. After the war his grave was among those the
Army Graves Service was unable to trace and he is therefore commemora-
ted,by name, on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium. The names
of the men of the Durham Light Infantry are engraved on Panels 36 and
38.

Ypres (now Ieper} is a town inithe Province of West Flanders. The
Memorial is situated at the Eastern side of the town on the road to
Menin and Courtrai.

I hope the above information is of interest to you

YO‘I‘IrQ c'ﬁﬁr-c.\*r‘o'iy

Susan Bricknell {Mrs}
for Director-General
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* of Sergt. W. J. Hardwwk, brother of the

Candt Reg:mm‘lnl Quartermaster Peter

' Riding F.A., will be pleased to lmrn that

[

1

LI T

e
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Private Finest Hardwick, of Eston, a
member of the $th Yorks., has been Elloxl
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L of tha North  Riding Foatball
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"I Teessids Men Missing and Wounded.
1t is stated that no fewer than four
Middleshrough teachers who went to the
front are missing. One of them, named
Nichuvlle, was last seen by a comrade
when the British were being severely
shelled.
" Richard Philip, a mnephew of 3Mias
w nght photographer, Middlesbrougli,
.who is in the 4th Yorke, has been slightly
wounded and ie also suffer'mg from the
effects of being *‘ gassed.”
News of Shilden Men. A

Alrs. Jénkins of Spensely-st, Shildom,
has received word that her huwshand, Pte.
Jenkins. of the 6th Durhams, waa killed hu’i
4in action on 26 April, near Ypres, quq

Mrs, Pratt. of Ajbertst., on Sunday
receives] intimation from the War Oﬂicn']{e
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1/6th Battalion The Durham Light Infantry.

April 1915
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Aprii-day, 1915.

{2}
i/Ete Zurhawm T4sht Infentey.

Owing %6 rest cunp baing under dsmges of fire from shells, all men turned
sut to entwenah bafore btreakfast. Fented dupring the dey. Prepsred for o move at
Wt it weg cancadlad snd the right was sment In saw,
orficars ciiled, Hil. orrizers wounded, 3. (Capt.Gloag, 28th &pr!.l..

(Lt. E. Faber.24th
Lt.J.C.Epom. 24th "

der wounded, 33. Hern missing,®5.
Spant the &y in tawp And woved ab B.p.m in the dipschion of P EFTHGHE. Wenl
OEEmEINLFT TR i 4 anell rire snd L.a villzge of VLUTTPTINGI Bivouaced
v field skt milesr fram POPER ond owing &o dunger n;l‘ n‘tm‘!. fire proceddod

TaPaTa
Que:aklties to dute,

¥en Willied, 53.

in the Tield hers, an? were not ahellwd Thnugh saveral hosiile
{ whare wa billstad for the night.

Asponianas oo aaed At E.20 m. lafe fd!‘ ‘E"E,FVMFD
The mapreh wos wery lemz and btoplr
Stood by here wntil §5.30.p.m. nd then moved into billets mbout twa mijes
rom STEERVOLFDE, named FTLAORENT, ~hera = billeted in farm houres.
BE. LAVRENTE.
in billets at 2%. LATHENT. (ddrass=® in the mmming by Field ¥arshal Sip Joim

Hay sth.
French.
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Attempted repsatadiy to get into bowch with York apa
Taken over
Durham Brigsde but ooild obtein no reply. Sommsndeared
by Cevadian General. he-inforced one of his trenches and
received Tollowing arder:. "You will take up & pesition ang
entrench in rear of our present line in €. 18,7, asa. You will
be resdy to counter.cttack when naeaseary (Signed) G.B. Hughes,
Lt. Ool. 3rd Canadian Infenitry EBrigade”, Constent rain al):
night, Several men wourded; one killed.

4% 3.0.a.m, received orders te proceed to Fartuin, pn
route pussed number of detsdhed bodies of troops in retrest,
Arrived rendszvous about §.2.m, in compeny with $th D.1.I, eng
met G.0.0.Y.0k D. Brigada, Hith daylight shelling commenced,
"E" and "C" Companies oesupled line of ressrve trenches on pight
of road to left of Delels, DUt no shelter available fop "A" ang
"D" exespt hedge botton on rosd sids. Lbsut 6.0.8,m. these
latter Companies advanced 4n support of Reyal Irish across open
field and were met with heawy shrapnsl (ire. Lewding parties

ziven 1o petire s
Irish wers falling beok ihis moverent "a" and "3 Jo
suffersd severely, loging aks B 3illed and ohoud 40 wanndad,
lakter Ineluding the Sdjutant} . "y
thenselves In In the hedge bottoy

PABE -
angles on the left

Fusiliers dachine fun Seetisn wes placed on °

Alternating murata of shell and rifie fire sontinued thraughe
out the day, ibout noon “he D.L1. who hed been erdered o

a8 B o8 Pirmhouse, requested

"o" Coy. under Cagpt,

outs It »ap meb by the fire of & wachine gun o

houne, and Gapt. carcber aod o lanse whrporhl sep

kilied. Qapt. puryis reported a9l

in trenches, oOrdsrliss aere sant te trlsude atatd 5 that ”,‘ﬂ(:]f_:\f

o

rae Inalinad ta preas” and agiing, “Rave vow any cpdepa" ¥ Hn

reply 4%uld be nbtainad, Otrer cssualties agdirred frem shall
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/and rifle fire, which disd domn <+ niphtfall, when the dsad were

collected and buried. The wourded had all been atiended to under
Tire and omveyed ©o the advencel irassing stetfon, Trenches
were improved and preparations ie hold the iime for the nignt
at all costs,

Same position., FReported positim egain
Ordered to remesn. 2/Lt.5. Msloller seting a4di:
shelling as on rrevieus day with emsiderahie snirine.
adlecent farahouses destrayesl ww eress's incerdlary shells.
$light relief in loesl srea vhen lahove Dieision ment inkn
aetion during afternoon »n the slopes te west of sur positiom.
Tranches further impraved, TIurther Ciguiistes,
advanced and ocenpled line of trenches in relief
ir Borseshos,

In tiese trenshes. Shelled, hut replied wipareusly

rifle fire,

In trenches, FRelisved midrn . by 4th Resed Yorkshire
Fegt. Cesunliles for tour. ! ed, 1 offiser. 23 0.3
sounded; i1 Officer. 106 QJther r Of these & subeenuently
died of thetr weunda,
th. ;
april 29 REGT CAMF "C" HDTS, suere sarrived £.0.:

April )
30th. oM LUTS.  Shelled aut wwd ehaltered in trenchas rorth

W apls }.!'_1 ra hegt,

Moy 1s%. b L

Bty End, Arrivesd BRNUNOLE

May 3rd. Arrived AEEEL %.C.u0.m. aPetty  APPived
STEENVOURDE 7:30,p.m.

May 4th. Blllets STEENVOORDE. Addreased and enmplimentad by

Field Marshal Sir Jnhn Frerch,
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